mcmerals in the world,  Shrews
mistaken for rodents, make i even larger

Hatx ard Rats .. the orders Chiroptera and Ba tS n Rats
Rodentia ... are the largest groups )

There are 1116 differemt species af bats in the
world today and 227 iey of rdents,

In Sovieh Asia al raclics, Pokistan,
Bhuran, Bangladesh, Sri Lartka, Nepal and
Maldives - there are 123 species of bais and
128 species of rodents.

But is this a good thing or o bad
thing - so marny kinds of

batr, rats and shrews ?
Diefinitely it is a good
thing: species diversity
is the naturod wealth
of u netion

Yet, many people think
bats and rats are just pests.

In fact, lesx than 0% af mdents have

been categorised as agricultural pests by
rodent control experts. Bats do so many good
things for the world, they far exceed their
flaws and failings.

Wiy do you think there are so many bais and
rodents on Earth ? Well, like insecis, which
are the most mumnerous animal order with
750,000 identified species and many more
unidentified, bats and rodents have a role to
play in the Earth's production system, in the
survival af plamts and other animals, and thus
aof mankind itseif Ar many as exist are

uired lo heep the ecosystems of the Earth
healily,

That is why it is a good thing to have 5o many
oo i1 Is because we need them!

Many bats and rafs are threatened with
extinctior.  The loss of species

affects the weay wlems work, and
that affects our own survival

Learn more about bats and rars and their
invalwable contribution to life on Earth,

The IUCN Species Survival Commission
hasts specialist groups for nearly all animal
orders, Read about what they do for species
survival in the world on their wehsite,

Zoo Quireach Organisaton hosts regional
branches of the Bar Specialist Group
(CCINSA) and the Rodenr Specialist
Group (RILSCINSA) to help scientizts in
South Asia study them better. Leam
more aboul South Asian bats and rats,
and the people who study them

af wwiezooreach.org &
WRWLIDOSPEIAL org

NSA, RILSCINSA
Box 1683, Pealamedu,
Tamil Nadu

(M foak on the
back of this poster



